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THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON THE
PUBLIC CHARITABLE AND REFORMATORY
INTERESTS AND INSTITUTIONS OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.
The Commission, consisting of Hon. William F.

Wharton, Dr. C. F. Folsom and Prof. Davis R.
Dewey, appointed last May by the governor, to inves-
tigate the charitable and reformatory interests and in-
stitutions of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, has
Bent in its report, which is now before the legislature.
The report with appendices will be published aud
ready for distribution at an early date.
The Commission recommend :

First, the creation of a Department for Children, for
the care, custody and control of the more than two
thousand juvenile offeuders, dependent and neglected
children and foundlings or destitute infants now under
the charge of the State, to be composed of seven un-

paid members.
Second, the creation of a State Board of Insanity,

to be composed of a chairman and two other members
serving without pay except their expenses, and two
members to receive each a salary of $5,000 a year and
necessary expenses.
Third, a State Board of Charity, of seven members,

of whom the secretary is to receive a salary of $8,500
and expenses.
Fourth, a simplification of the settlement laws and

lesa difficulty in acquiring settlements.
Fifth, certain changes in the laws to render the

Foxboro Hospital (for dipsomaniacs and inebriates)
experiment more successful.
Sixth, State control of all the penal and reforma-

tory institutions, and the abolition of the county houses
of correction as such, with the following ends in view :

(1) Tho abolition of unclassified prisons.
(2) Tho initiation and dovolopmont of reformatory moasuros

for a larger number of prisoners who aro susceptible to reform.
(3) Uniformity iu tho management of the prisons aud the

prisoners.
(4) Uniformity in tho terms of sentences and in the granting

ol permits to be at liborty.

(5) Tlio better regulation of labor in the prisons.(6) The more complete separation of the Bexes.
(7) The abandonment of prisons now quite unfit for thoir pur-

pose, as, for instance, the House of Correction at Soutli Boston,
and wiser provisions for relieving our overcrowded prisons.
(8) The more intelligent study and treatment of tho problom

of drunkenness.

Seventh, the abolition of fines as punishments for
drunkenness, the placing of occasional drunkenness
without other offence against the law outside the list
of crimes and misdemeanors, and the subjection of
habitual and confirmed inebriety to reformatory treat-
ment.
The Commission also recommends that the Board of

Commissioners of Prisons consist of two salaried mem-
bers and of three members, including the chairman,
who receive no pay except for necessary expenses.
The Commission recommends that all insane per-

sons, acute and chronic, who are supported at public
expense, bo placed under the care, custody and con-
trol of the authorities of tho Commonwealth, and that
the expense of their support bo borne entirely by the
Commonwealth, taking them entirely out of the hands of
the local authorities and from the uncertainties of alms-
house treatment. It also advises that the State Board
of Insanity should have charge of the boarded-out in-
sane until their number reaches such proportions that
a separate department should be created to take charge
of the work. The trustees of the several hospitals for
the insane are to be allowed to board out any of their
patients, subject to the supervision of the State Board
of Insanity.
The recommendations as regards the insane chiefly

interest the medical profession, and we quote the Com-
mission's general suggestions upon that point in full :
Great weight should bo attached to tho thorough inspection

of all the hospitals and asylums for tho insano brought under
the supervision of the State Board of Insanity, and in order to
insure such inspection wo would Btiggest that tho following pro-
visions be incorporated in tho law and made mandatory:
(1) That tho Board or any two members of it should visit

every hospital and asylum under its supervision at least twice a
year.
(2) That every part of the institution visited should bo care-

fully inspected.
(¡I) That every patient should be interviewed, or an oppor-

tunity offered to each ono to hold an interview.
(4) That ovory certificate of commitment enterad or filed

since i he last visitation should bo inspected.
(5) That entries should bo made by the visiting Board or tho

visiting mombors in a visitor's book of minutos of the condition
of tho institution at that time,of tho patients thorein, of the pa-
tients under restraint and thoir number, and any criticisms or
observations that the Board of visiting mombors may iiavo to
make,

—

for Instance, as to tho occupation, amitscmont or classi-
fication of tho patients, as to tho cleanliness aud sanitary condi-
tion of tho institution, as to the diot of tho patients, and any
other matters that they may deom worthy of observation or
criticism.
Wo furthor recommend :
That all patients in auy hospital, asylum or receptacle for tho

insano shall bo allowed, subject to tho regulations of the Board,
to write freely to the State Board of Insanity, if created, and
that tho letters so written shall bo forwarded unopeuod by tho
superintendent or person iu charge to the said Board, for such
disposition as it shall deem right; and that the said Board shall
have tho right to send any letters, or other communications that
it may deom propor, to such patients.
That whenever any person is received by the superintendent

or physician iu charge of any insane hospital or asylum, and
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there is a question as to the propriety of his or lier commitment,
the said superintendent or physician shall Immediately notify
tho State Hoard of Insanity, who shall inquire into the insanity
of such patient and into tho question of tho propriety of the
commitment.
That, in taking and transferring patients to and from the in-

stitutions for the insane, the nurses of the hospitals and asylums
should bo employed, as far as practicable, instead of oflicerB of
the law.
That a uniform system of keeping accounts in the several

State hospitals and asylums be prescribed by tho State Board
of Insanity, aud that the same he universally adopted by those
institutions.
That the State Board of Insanity and the boards of trustees of

the several hospitals and asylums for the insane, whose responsi-
bilities should not he lessened, meet quarterly for purposes of
consultation and harmonious action. Some of the topics to be
considered at such meetings might be the apportionment of pa-
tients to tho several hospitals and asylums, the examination by
experts of questions of diet, ventilation, drainage, new con-

struction, improved facilities for treating acute enrabio cases,
occupation for the patients aud gymnastics as a means of physi-
cal and mental training.
That there bo referred to the Board or its officers questions of

the sanity of inmates of tho penal, reformatory and other in-
stitutions who present Indications Of insanity.
That tho use of the word "lunatic" ho abandoned, and that

the term " insane " or " insane person " be substituted for it
wherevor it occurs in tho names of the several hospitals and in
the laws relating to tho insane.

The presentation of this admirable report marks an

epoch in the history of the charitable and reformatory
work of our Commonwealth. The three commission-
ers were men of eminent intelligence, and unswayed
by selfish or political considerations, and they have
had the opportunity, and seen fit to utilize it, of look-
ing over the whole ground, and formulating a compre-
hensive and consistent scheme, whereas the General
Court is ordinarily called upon to make one and another
single change which the exigencies of the moment
seem to demand, so that their reforms are almost neces-
sarily a sort of patch-work.
The task set before them has been accomplished by

the commissioners in a masterly way and evidently as

the result of deep study and thought, after consultation
with every one who wished to be beard on any part of
the problem. Their recommendations can hardly fail
to be a guide for present and future legislation, for
they express the best knowledge of the best men in
the community.
With the general aim of carrying out fully the plan

which is already somewhat in vogue, they propose to
place the different blocks of work— the care of the
paupers, of the children, of the insane

—

under the
charge of unpaid boards of trustees, who shall be or

become, to a certain extent, experts in their several
departments ; and to provide for adequate supervision
of their work by the appointment of a Board of Char-
ities and a Board of Insanity, who shall not be ham-
pered by administrative duties.
The supervision thus provided for is not a mere con-

trivance for criticism, but a scheme for the encour-

agement and stimulation of the individual boards of
trustees, with due regard to the general interests of
the Commonwealth.
The State Board of Health occupies already a truly

judicial position, and its opinions are respected by the

local boards, because its members are recognized as
authorities in their branch ; and these proposed boards
would soon come to occupy the same position as re-

gards scientific charity and insanity. It is probable
that any measure asked for by the boards of trustees,
and endorsed by these supervising boards, would
promptly be granted by the legislature; and so the
supervising boards would inevitably have both a stimu-
lating and a restraining influence on the trustees of the
individual institutions.
The recommendation that all the penal institutions

and the institutions for the insane, should be placedunder .the charge of the State, bo as to bring about a
more efficient and more uniform administration of
them, would be a step forward of which physiciansshould eminently approve.
There may be objections to this arrangement, on

the part of the county and municipal ollicers, because
it takes away some of their present power and preroga-
tives, or for other reasons ; but in the end they must
surely see that it will work to the general good.
Under the present arrangement each of the local

boards must study by itself the subject of crime, of
pauperism or of insanity on such a small scale that its
conclusions are likely to be narrow and its methods
inharmonious; whereas the supervising boards would
be able to collate the best experience of the world, and
to suggest such methods of application as would be
suitable for individual cases.
The changes suggested by the commissioners in the

Settlement Law, by which settlement is acquired in
three years instead of five, may also meet with opposi-
tion. But it must be remembered that if paupers are
not taken care of by the towns they must be taken
care of by the State, so that the taxes come ultimately
from the same persons ; and also that large sums of
money which are now spent in determining settlements
will be saved to the tax-payers under the new scheme.
These changes in the Settlement Law have, as a mat-
ter of fact, been approved by the Association of Re-
lief Ollicers of the towns.

Among the most valuable of the recommendations
of the report is that providing for a special depart-
ment for all the children now placed out iu families
throughout this and neighboring States.
There are, it Bhould be said, well-informed peraous

who doubt whether it would be wise to change the
status of those children of the Lyman and Industrial
schools uot actually in the schools but placed out
under their custody, on the ground that the selection
of the best places for these children and the return of
them to the school when necessary, cannot be con-
ducted by anybody else so well as by the officers and
trustees of the schools themselves.
Well informed persons differ with the Commission

in other matters, and other plans will be proposed.
The sincerity of the opposition of members aud offi-
cers of the Board of Lunacy and Charity, their zeal
and the excellence of much of their work under diffi-
culties entitle them to a respectful consideration.
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These reforms seem to us so important that the
legislature must in the end adopt them, in all essen-

tial respects, and if it does not do so this year, it
may delay but it cannot permanently check the tide
of progress. Public opinion is now strongly roused ;
and its force can bo counted upon by those public-
spirited legislators who are endeavoring to accomplish
the adoption of these improvements.

THE REGULATION OF PRIVATE HOSPITALS
FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

In a recent number of the Journal (February 25,
1897) the provisions of a bill introduced in the Massa-
chusetts State Legislature, for the regulation of pri-
vate hospitals for infectious diseases were published,
and since then several hearings have been given at
the State House before the Committee on Public
Health to the supporters and the opponents of the
bill.
Although including all of the various so-called in-

fectious diseases like small-pox, diphtheria, typhus
fever, etc., the bill was professedly framed by owners

of real-estate in Dorchester who have strenuously
opposed the further existence of two private institu-
tions for the care of consumptives in that district on

the ground of the great danger in which these hospi-
tals are supposed to place the surrounding commu-

nity.
During the past year or two we have had some ex-

traordinary examples of the lengths to which the laity
will go in their discussions upon matters pertaining
to public health. Views even more extremo than
those of some of tho medical profession themselves
are expressed ; and in the late discussion upon tuber-
culosis at the State House the almost frenzied state-
ments of the laity would be ludicrous did they not
reveal at times an underlying selfishness anything but
edifying to witness. The opposition we believe to be
based upon a false conception of the danger of infec-
tion from such institutions when properly regulated.
We have been taught that the chief danger lies in

the dried sputa inhaled as dust. In all properly man-

aged hospitals strict attention to the disposal of sputa
is now insisted upon, and tho recent experiments of
Dr. Irwin W. Hauce with the dust taken from the
rooms of the Adirondack Sanitarium, aB well as

the tests made by the bacteriologists of the New
York City Board of Health, show conclusively how
little danger is to be apprehended when the sputum is
disposed of suitably.
In the villages uear the two largest sanitaria for

consumptives in the world, Goerbersdorf and Falken-
stein, the death-rate from consumption among the
native population haB steadily decreased siuce the
foundation of these two institutions.
A statement haB recently been made also by an

eminent physician and climatologist iu Colorado
Springs that siuce the settlement of the town only

twenty cases have been known to begin iu the native
population, and this in spite of the fact that the place
is filled with consumptives from all parts of the
world.

Recent experiments, moreover, by Delépine and
Ransome in England, have shown that the effect of
sunshine upon the bacilli has been to render them
inert. James B. Russell, the senior medical officer of
health in Glasgow, iu a pamphlet entitled "The Pre-
vention of Tuberculosis," lately reprinted by our

State Board of Health
—

a pamphlet to which we have
before referred and which in our opinion should be
read by every member of the profession —confirms this
view by statements which should make U8 pause be-
fore we speak of danger from sputa expectorated into
the open sunlight, even while we condemn and pro-
hibit the practice of expectoration in public any-
where.
We have the sincerest desire to be just to the advo-

cates of this bill who seek to remove these hospitals
from their district, but we maintain that the bill in its
present shape is not ouly unjust (to say the least) but
unnecessary. By its very stringency it excites an

unwarranted fear in the minds of the community
and while its advocates vaguely say that they wish the
institutions to be in less thickly populated districts they
would make it practically impossible for any individual
or set of individuals to establish such a hospital in any
town in the State, aud this at a time when the impor-
tance of special institutions for consumptives is being
recognized and acted upon all over the civilized world.
There doubtless exists iu the minds of many people

a sentimental objection to the neighborhood of any or
all hospitals. This objection is not easily combated
by facts or by reasoning. It is fomented and increased
by such an agitation as has been going on with refer-
ence to these hospitals for consumptives in Dorches-
ter. In so far as it exists and in so far as this feeling
is encouraged, it does much more to injure the value
of real-estate propinquitous to a hospital than any
actual influence from the presence of the sick them-
selves. This sentiment, this property nervousness, is,
however, a positive force and must be reckoned with.
It is not always enough to reassure real-estate inter-
ests to show, for instance, by irrefutable data, as may
be done in the case of the Contagious Department of
the Boston City Hospital, that there are within a

given radius fewer cases of the disease treated at an
incriminated institution than iu other parts of the
city.

Some suitable method for licensing and supervising
private hospitals for certain infectious diseases might
probably be devised ; but great prudence should be
exercised iu devising such a method—a prudence of
which there is no evidence in the bill which has led
to these strictures. It would be very easy by ill-
considered and hasty measures to do far more injury
to the community at large than could be offset by any
sentimental or pecuniary satisfaction accruing to any
single locality, or to several localities.
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AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE WINTER MIGRA-
TION.

Thkue was comment iu the editorial columns of the
last issue of the Jouknal upon the winter migration
to the South, and the suggestion was made for the
consideration of some who go away and reap more loss
than profit, for the consolation of others who would
like to go but cannot, and as a warning to those who
undertake to care for the wauderers but sometimes
fall short of their promises, that there is an alterna-
tive— that alternative is simply to stay at home.
For the well-to-do, who form the majority of the
travellers, this plan is easy aud may be made attrac-
tive ; for the less well-to-do it is still easier, aud at the
same time profitable. Few people who have not tried
it, with philosophy and ingenuity called to aid, have a

realizing sense of how much rest, peace, satisfactiou
and refreshment can bo had in this way.
If about the middle' of February or the first of

March you are wearied with the exactions of business
or what is ordinarily called pleasure, or bored with
the routine of the constantly recurriug round of daily
duties, or disgusted with the extreme changes and buf-
fetings of our overmuch meteorology with the varying
ice and slush and mud and dust of the streets ; if you
have a catarrhal mucous membrane which persists,—
send for your doctor and tell him you want a change
at home. Let him label you with a suitable disease
accordiug to the amount of protection you require
from external exactions. Let him order you to stay
on one floor, in one room of which, at least, there
must be sunshine during part of the day. Have the
ventilation and heating carefully attended to. Have
your diet changed and regulated. Cast aside the stiff
and formal clothing of a perverted civilization

—starched shirts and collars, trousers and coats, corsets
and starched petticoats, et id omne genus. Go to bed
as early as you like aud get up as late as you like, or
as early and as late as your doctor directs. Have a

nurse if you are really something of an invalid, or an

attendant, at any rate, to wait upon you and respond to

your wishes. Collect about you all your favorite old
books, and the best new ones. Have some games
of chance or of skill. Let your old friends treat you
with that kind attention which they will be tempted to
show the sufferer. Add to these suggestions any-
thing else which your doctor's ingenuity or your own
inventiveness may prompt

—

it will probably be much
— and you who have never tried it will be surprised to
find how much refreshment aud renewed vigor to body
aud mind will result from four or five weeks of this
kind of change. Try it once aud compare it with four
or five weeks spent in hurrying to the South and back
again.
Those who cannot afford the full programme, may

substitute an occasional twenty-four solid hours in bed
— a simple therapeutic measure which is not suffi-
ciently resorted to by our overwrought people.
It should not bo forgotten that for others who

must or will leave homo for a comparatively short

period there are places like Newport, the mountains
of New Hampshire, the forests of the Adirondacks,
which are easy of access, which offer much comfort
without crowds, and where a very pure air, free from
dust, from rawness or from moisture, may be fouud.

MEDICAL NOTES.
The American Society of Naturalists.—The

American Society of Naturalists, the American Physi-
ological Society, the American Morphological Society
aud the American Psychological Association will
meet at Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y., on Decem-
ber 28, 29 and 30, 1897.
A New Laboratory for Hygiene.—A new

laboratory for hygiene has been erected and recently
opened at the University of Freiburg. It is under
the directorship of Prof. M. Schottelius.
The Arrest of a Diploma Manufacturer.—

Frederick Rutland, "Ph.D., M.D.," the president of
the Wisconsin Eclectic Medical College, an account of
which was given in our issue of November 19, 1896,
has been arrested in Chicago on tho charge of using
the mails to defraud.
Alexander J. C. Skkne, M.D., LL.D.— A cable-

gram from London states that the senate of the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen has decided to confer the degree
of LL.D. upon Professor Skene, of the Long Islaud
Medical College, Brooklyn, N. Y.
The Heroism oe Two Physicians Commemo-

rated.—A stained-glass window has beeu placed in
St. Peter's Church, Fernandina, Fla., by Dr. J. Bax-
ter Upham, in commemoration of Drs. Francis Pres-
ton Welford and James Carmichael Hermlon who
died there during the epidemic of yellow fever of
1877 in the heroic discharge of their-self-imposed
duty.
Abnormal Development of the Right Arm of

a Child.— Dr. Goldstein, of the New York Poly-
clinic, recently presented at the clinic of Professor
Fowler, a child who has in her right arm two distinct
humeri, each articulating with separate glenoid fossa;
of the scapula; three ulna;, two radii, and three per-
fectly formed hands. Each of the bauds has four per-
fect fingers and each a perfect thumb. Not only this,
but every muscle of every finger and thumb is under
the control of the girl, and she can write and perform
other operations with any hand. The girl is quite
sensitive regarding her deformity. She is bright and
studious, but dislikes attending school because she be-
comes so great a curiosity among her classmates. An
expert medical photographer who is employed by the
Polycliuic, has recently made some skiagrams of the
arm, which plainly show the existence of the distinct
bones, humeri, ulna;, and radii, aud the manner in
which the throe hands are attached to the wrist.—
Medical News.
Twelfth International Medical Congress at

Moscow.— In a letter dated Moscow, February 14th,
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the Secretary-General, Prof. W. K. Roth, communi-
cates the following facts for the information of the
American physicians who intend to participate in the
Twelfth International Congress which is to be held at
Moscow from August 19th to 26th. The Transatlan-
tic Steamship Companies refuse one and all any re-
duction of the usual charges. In their replies, most
of which are couched iu courteous lauguage, they
admit the existence of a trust, or contract, or agree-
ment, which prevents them from lowering their prices ;
a few are so polite as to express their regrets. Re-
duction of fares on Russian railroads are expected
shortly. The French, Spanish, Swedish and Hunga-
rian railroads promise a reduction of 50 per cent. ; so
do the Italian for a distance of 500 kilometres; less
(down to 30 per cent.) for shorter distances. The
Mediterranean lines (Messageries Maritimes, General
Italian Navigation Company, Austrian Lloyd) grant
from 25 to 50 per cent. The chairman of the Ameri-
can National Committee is not authorized to issue
certificates of any kind in favor of congressists. He
will try to ascertain, however, in what way their
movements may be facilitated, and may receive a

reply in the second half of April. Extracts of papers
to be read before any of the Sections ought to reach
the Secretary-General before Juue 1st, in order to be
printed in the preliminary volume. A special pro-
spectus containing the final details referring to trav-
elling, lodging, festivities, etc., is promised for the near
future. It will be communicated at once to the medi-
cal journals, and to the press of the country.

B08TON AND NEW ENGLAND.

Acute Infectious Diseases in Boston.— For
the week ending at noon, March 10, 1897, there
were reported to the Board of Health, of Boston, the
following numbers of cases of acute infectious disease:
diphtheria 84, scarlet fever 45, measles 183, typhoid
fever 5. For the week ending March 17, the follow-
ing cases were reported : diphtheria 74, scarlet fever
58, measles 140, typhoid fever 7.
A Department for Children. — A hearing was

held at the State House ou Wednesday, March 17th,
on the subject of the creation of a Department for
Children, to have charge of the State's minor wards,
as recommended by the commission to investigate the
charitable aud reformatory interests and institutions
of the State.
The Administration of City Public Schools.

— A meeting of the Women's Education Association
will bo held iu Huntington Hall, Boston, March 25th,
at, 7.15 p.m., at which "The Administration of City
Public Schools," will be discussed by Andrew S.
Draper, President of University of Illinois, Cham-
paign, 111., formerly Superintendent of Instruction in
the Public Schools of Cleveland, O. ; Charles W.
Eliot, President of Harvard University, Cambridge,
Mass., aud others. A letter will be read from Daniel
C. Gilman, President of Johns Hopkins University,
Baltimore, Md,

The West End Nursery and Infants' Hospi-
tal.— The fourteenth annual report of this hospital,
recently issued, shows that 134 cases have been
treated in tho wards during the year 189G, and 2,285
iu the out-patient department. A lecture-room, which
provides seats for 150 people, has been added to the
hospital. A training-school for graduate nurses is con-
ducted in connection with the hospital ; aud niñee this
school was opened iu February, 1895, 18 nurses have
received diplomas.
To Regulate the Milk-Supply.— Tho follow-

ing bill to regulate the milk-supply, accompanies a

petition which has been presented to the Massachu-
setts Legislature by the Bay State Agricultural So-
ciety : " The State Board of Health and all local
boards of health may make such regulations for the
inspection and sale of milk within their respective
jurisdiction as will protect the public from the con-

sumption of milk from cows which are diseased or

kept in improper sanitary conditions."
The Oldest Medical Student. — An ex-minis-

ter of the Baptist church has begun the three years'
course at the Maine Medical School at Portland. He
will be over sixty by the time he receives his degree.He will possess a certain advantage over the average
medical graduate, in that his services will probably be
not often refused because he looks " so young and in-
experienced." Most practitioners, unless blessed with
a bald head or a gray beard, are objected to on such
grounds until they have arrived at about the age at
which this student will begin practice.

NEW YORK.

Death of Dr. Düsseldorf.— Dr. Otto L. Dus-
seldorf, a retired physician of some prominence, died
at the residence of his son, Dr. Louis M. Dus-
seldorf, in Brooklyn, on March 5th. He was born iu
Germany iu 1829 and came to this country when a

boy. Another son of his, Dr. John E. Dusseldorf, is
a practising physician at Parkville, Long Island.
Death at the Age of One Hundred and Three.

—

Thomas Baldwin, said to have been the oldest man
on Long Island, died at his residence at Seaford, L.
I., on March 4th, at the age of one hundred aud
three.
Death at an Advanced Age. — Mrs. Yetta

Gerler died on March 1st in a New York tenement-
house at the reputed age of one hundred and six
years. It is stated that she was born iu Poland in
1791, and that she was already married and enter-
tained the French soldiers at her house when Napo-
leon marched through the country on his way to
Russia.
Death oe Dr. Sumner A. Mason.— Dr. Sumner

A. Mason, a well-known practitioner in the upper
part of New York City, died of Bright's disease on
Marcli 12th, at the age of fifty-eight. He was born
in New Hampshire, aud commenced the study of
medicine iu Boston, He afterwards attended the
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medical school of the University of Pennsylvania, and
was graduated from there in 1868. He had practised
in Harlem for more than twenty-five years.
To Preserve the Adirondack Forests.— A

bill has been introduced in the Senate at Albany pro-
viding for the carrying out of the suggestions made
by Governor Black in his recent message for the pre-
servation of the Adirondack forests. The bill speci-
fies that the Governor shall appoint from the State
Laud Board and the State Fish and Game Commis-
sion a commission of three members, to be known as

the Forest Reserve Board, who shall serve without
compensation, but are to have their expenses paid, as

well as such clinical assistance as may be needed.
The Commission is allowed the right of eminent do-
main to acquire any lauds within the definition of the
present forestry law. If the Commission cannot agree
ou a price with the owners or occupants of lands the
State Board of Claims shall bo the court of final ap-
peal as to the money compensation. One million dol-
lars is appropriated for the purposes of the act.

The Tallest Woman in the World.— It íb
announced that one of the new attractions of the
Barnum and Bailey Show, which is shortly to open
its spring season at the Madison Square Garden, is to
be the tallest woman in tho world, and, if the news-

paper reports are to be believed, the tallest person of
whom there is any authentic record in existence. She
is Ella Ewiug, a young woman twenty-four years of
age, who was born and has always resided on a farm
near Goriu, iu Missouri. While her exact height is
not given, it is stated that it is very nearly nine feet.
Chang, the famous Chinese giant, was eight feet and
two inches, and Anna Swan, who was exhibited a few
years ago as the tallest woman that ever lived, meas-
ured seven feet and eleven inches. In the museum of
Trinity College, Dublin, there is a male skeleton
measuring eight feet and six inches, and in that of the
Royal College of Surgeons of England one measur-

ing eight feet and two inches.

Mortality from Influenza and Pneumonia.—
Influenza has become slightly more prevalent iu New
York. In the weeks ending March 6th and March
13th the number of deaths reported from it was re-

spectively 15 and 14, against eight deaths in the last
week of February, which was the largest mortality
from the disease noted up to that timo during the
present season. There has been no increase iu the
deaths from pneumonia, which numbered 140 iu the
week ending February 26th ; 137 in that ending March
6th ; and 138 in that ending March 13th. These fig-
ures compare very favorably with those of the same

season in paBt years. Iu 1891, for instance, when
influenza was widely epidemic, no less than 167 deaths
from that disease and 271 from pneumonia were re-

ported in a single week. The mortality from the
various zymotic diseases continues small, and that
from pulmonary tuberculosis has also been smaller
than the average for this time of the year, the deaths

from it numbering 96 in both of the past two weeks.
In the same weeks the total number of deaths re-

ported iu tho city was respectively 824 and 819.

Miscellany.
MEDICAL REGISTRATION IN NEW HAMP-

SHIRE.
A Medical Registration Bill has been passed by

the legislature in Now Hampshire, entitled "An Act
to Regulate the Licensing and Registration of Physi-
cians and Surgeons." The act provides that after
September 1, 1897, no person shall have the right to
the use of the title M.Ü., or Dr., or to advertise him-
self as a physician or surgeon, unless previously reg-
istered and authorized, or unless licensed aud regis-
tered as required by this act.
The examinations for registration are to be con-

ducted by three separate boards of medical examiners,
of five members each, to be appointed by the gover-
nor aud council, and representing the New Hamp-
shire Medical Society, the Now Hampshire Homeo-
pathic Medical Society, aud the New Hampshire Eclec-
tic Medical Society, from a list of ten nominees submit-
ted by each society to the governor and council for that
purpose. The superintendent of public instruction is
to be the regent of the State Board of Medical Exam-
iners.
The fee for registration is to be ten dollars, and the

applicant must be over twenty-one years of age, of
good moral character, and have graduated from a reg-
istered college, or satisfactorily completed a full course ,
iu a registered academy or high school, or had a pre-
liminary education considered and accepted by the
regent as fully equivalent. He must have studied
medicine not less than four full school terms, of at
least nine months each, in four different calendar
years, in a medical college registered as maintaining at
the time a satisfactory standard and have received the
degree of bachelor or doctor of medicine. The re-

gent may accept as the equivalent of the educational
requirements, evidence of five or more years' reputa-
ble practice'.
The questions for the examinations shall bo the

same for all candidates, except iu the subjects of
therapeutics, practice, and materia medica, which
símil be chosen from the questions prepared by the
board selected by each candidate, in accordance with
the school of medicine under which he wishes to
practice. Examinations are to be held at least twice
annually, and are to be in writing exclusively.

Licenses shall be granted by the regents on receiv-
ing from the State board a report that the applicant
has successfully passed the examination.
Applicants examined and licensed by other State

examining boards registered by the regent as main-
taining standards not lower than those provided by
this chapter, and applicants who matriculate in a New
Hampshire medical school before January 1, 1898,
and who receive the degree M.D. January 1, 1903,-
may, without further examination, on payment of
live dollars to the regent, and on submitting such evi-
dence as may be required, receive an indorsement of
their licenses or diplomas conferring all rights aud
privileges of a regent license issued after examination.
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